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Living many lives

AUTHOR SUCHITA
MALIK SAYS SHE HAS
LIVED THE LIVES OF
VARIOUS WOMEN
CHARACTERS FROM HER
NEW BOOK, WOMEN
EXTRAORDINAIRE, FOR
THE LAST TWO YEARS

JASHAN SINGH PAWAR

f you've ever felt that the
indian society is becomin
a little more tolerant an
just for women too, the
credit forit goes to women
like Suchita Malik and their vi-
sion. After Indian Memsahiband
Memsahib Chronicles, Suchita,
who teaches English language and
literature at Governiment College
of Men, Chandigarh, has come up
with her third book titled Women
Extraordinaire.

The book waslaunched at UT
Guest House on Saturday and
Suchita shared her experiences
and the reason behind penning
down this book.

“Women are God’s most beau-
tiful creatures and men are the
strongest when it comes to pow -
er, But, for men, life remains far
from complete without a woman.
I'have penned this book keeping
one thing in mind: that any or-
dinary woman is extraordinary
in'many ways.

*1t took me two vears to re-
search for this book. And in these
two years, [ have not only imag-
ined the life of my characters, but
have tried to live it. My book is
the saga of three ladies. One of
them is Kaushalya, a strong indi-
vidual, who raises question very
confidently. She is always sup-

ried by the other twowomen,

er mother and mother-in-law,
who are not very well educated
women. This book is a tribute to
the dominant spirit of women,”

says Suchita.

Talking about her writing style,
she says, "In this book, [ have
adopted the classic literature style
unlike the other in which daily
conversations take place. I have
drawn inspiration from Charles
Dickens; Jane Austen and Steve
Augarde, whose writings are very
neatand cleanvet classic. | have
written something which & family
can read together or elders can
read to their young ones.”

We ask Suchita what made her
choose this subject and she tells,
“My first book was more oul of
angst and very colloguial. This
time, I decided to go back to the
classics. Also, I thought why not
hi$hlighl women in my work.”

‘Since our childhood, we have
been listening to stories of Par
tition, ete. but have never read
mugch about how strongly women

participated in these things. I

was a cathartic experience for
me to jot down this book,” says
Suchita, while signing off.
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For women,

oy a woman

JASMINE SINGH

She has indomitable spirit;
she can think out-of-the-box
achange. It is to this spirit, to
this strength of a woman that
Dr Suchita Malik dedicates
her third book Women Extra-
ordinaire.

As she slowly lifts her
book; sifting through the
pages that tock two years to

and the earlier ones—Indian
Memsahib in 2008 and Mem-
sahib’s Chronicles in 2011.
"My first book was my expe-
rience as a bureaticrat's wife,
it got'a great response, Then
I thought 1 should write
about the ‘woman' and her
strong spirit."

Women Extraordingire isa
women-centric book that
accounts for three genera-
tions amidst in a social and

the-box and with it; she can
set an example for the com-
ing generation as well," adds
Sucheta on her protagonist -
a girl called Kaushalya and
her roller-coaster life.

The book derives its title
from a simple yet real fact.
"Thie people in this book are
ordinary, it is, however, the
situations they deal with
that are extra-ordinary,” she
says. Sucheta Malik falls in

PHOTC: PRADEEP TEWAR)

"Iwanted this book as a clas-
sic; unlike other books that
are being written today, I
have used a simple lan-
guage that one can under-
stand and relate to.”
Sucheta finds inspiration in
two books, Mother Courage
and Mother. She accepts the
fact that writing is a lonely
job. She smiles, "Sometimes
you have {0 just shut yourself
and write. But then the whole
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In her new novel Women Extraordinaire,
Suchita Malik tells a story of courage and change
through the eyes of three women

PARUL

THE ordinary can be transformed
into the extraordinary by one’s
thaught processand the spirit to
fight againstall odds,” says Suchita
Malik, while turning the pagesof her
latestnovel Women Extraordinaire.
It's alarge canvas on which Malik
paints the portraits of three genera-

tions of a family and tells astory of
resilience, change. triumph and the
spiritto survive.

With a background of 100 years,
Malik agrees it was an ambitious
project, one that took her close to
two years tocomplete, with extensive
research reflecting varied aspects of
the social. political and economic
facets of the last century. In her pre-
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vious two novels, Indian Memsahib
and its sequel Memsahib's Chroni-
cles, Malik wove fact and fiction to
tell the untold story of a bureaucrat's
wife. “Bothwere inspired from my
journey of more than 25 yearsasa
civil servant’s wife and I chose to talk
about the positive aspects of life.
Though I wanted todoa trilogy, I're-
alised I had said what I wanted toand
decided towrite something witha
completely new angle, awoman-cen-
tric theme,” explains Malik, who
teaches American literature at the
Government College for Boysin
Chandigarh.

Women Extraordinaire (Rupa, Rs
305) is the story of Kaushalya, the
sole heiress of awell-to-do family
with a privileged upbringing, who is
educatedin an Englishschool, hasa

‘deep passion for knowledge and

thinks out-of-the-box. Sheisa girl
who dares to dream and live life on
her own terms, questioning the age-
old customs and traditions.
Kaushalya'slife sees many ups and
downs — from a fairytale childhood
in an affluent family to her marriage
inamiddle-class one, frombeinga
young widow with achild and re-mar-
rying herbrother-in-faw. In the back-
ground, the country and Kaushalya’s
land, Punjab. suffer the ravages of
Partition. “She is uprooted from La-
hore and not only re-gstablishes her-
self and her family, but gives many
around her anew direction. She con-
tinues tostudy and learn and
Kaushalya's resilience is passed onto
the other women of the family in the
coming generations, her daughter
and grand-daughter, all of whom
look up to her as an example and fol-
low the values for them,” says Malik.

Malik drew inspiration from the
stories she had heard about Partition
and interacting with people who had
experienced it. “Mother Courage and
Mother are two books that have al-
ways inspired me,” says Malik, who
wants the saga of the three genera-
tions of women to be aninspiration.
“Women are the torchbearers of
change, and this novel salutes the
spiritofwomanhood,” she says
withasmile,



Nanki Singh
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the situation of

women in our coun-

try is deteriorating
or stagnating at best, author
Suchita Malik believes it is
their strength we need to
highlightand not their weak-
ness. “Tam highlighting the
positive lot of women and
their tenacity; we are alot
move stronger than given
credit for,” says she, on her
recently released novel,
Women ExtraordjnaimAbaut
&‘m that spans three gen-

Sw:f:ita. the author,
tells us that the characters

and situations are ordinary,
but it is their choices that
make them extraordinary, as
she says, “Sagas don't always
have to have a prince or prin-
cess.” It is the story of
Kaushalya, a Woman far
ahead of her times, whose
true passion is education. It
is the best and worst of times,
as she tries to overcome the.

prejudices of a male-dominat-

ed society

Suchita telisusthatalotnf
research wert into this novel
that involved talking to peo-
ple who lived that
mmmmmww ;
children. Ahout the reason
for this book, she says, "As a

»

woman lwanted to shed liéhl
on the various facets of
women, suchas thelr

lnr.tiau mmsahii: The Untold
Story of a Bureatcrat’s Wife
(January 2008) and its sequel,
The Memsahib Chronicles
(February 2011) — highlight
the oft ignored aspect of
Inflian bureaucracy, that of
the wife keeping pace with
her husband's job.

The wife of a bureauerat

- herself. she telis us that

her hushiand’s initial reaction
“\was hostile, till she assured
him of the positive nature of

the book. The inspiration
came fiom none other than
Khushwant Singh, whom
she had interviewed once. °T
asked him for advice and this
is what he said, “Travelogues.
articles bade likh laye, novel
Eyun nahi? (‘“You have writ-
ton enough travelogues and
articles, why nota noval?).
He said that an author’s first
book should always be autobi-
ographical in nature.”

At present, Suchita
teaches English and !
literatiire at the Government
Coliege for Men, Chandigarh,
and is a graduate from Lady
Shri Ram College for Women,
Delhi.
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