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‘Peep into civil servants’ lives

BaLwinDER KAUR
of Grit & Glamour

By Suchita Malik,
Rupa. Pages 218, Rs 295,

N a billion strong nation, it's
important to be  important.
Becoming an [AS officer is a
direct route to power and influence.
This book is a peek into that sought-
after existence, as the jacket reads,
“Memsahib’s Chronicles: A Siory of
Grit and Glamour witempts to present
the amazing world of these civil ser-
vants-as it is — full of gint, glamour,
Author Suchita Malik carries
forward the tale that began in ber
debut novel Indian Memsahib.
The story of Sunaina. the wife of
a senior civil servant, Raghu, is

set in Chandigarh. The reader is
made privy to her innermost
thoughts as she takes them on a

private tour of the. well-guarded

world of the sahibs. :
We see the protagonist Sunaina in
an introspective state of mind after

spending 25 years as better half of

an important, man. She evaluates
her life choices, Fearing she has
been reduced to a stercotype.
lronically, power is a word synony-
mous with the civil services, yel we
sec her desperately making efforts
1o take control of her life. We find
her trying to reconcile the various
aspects of her life and herself.
Much of this is a woman rattling
around in her head; there ¥ & con-
stant back and forth between what
she wants and what she can have,

There is a: stark contrast between

the joviall bonhomie of social situa-
tions and Sunaina’s angst-ridden

thoughts. Nevertheless, her vibrant
spirit shines through as she still seeks
out and luxuriates in new experi-

ceived potigns, expecting Sunaini 1o

be somehow weighed down by privi-
jege, will find a woman yeaming for
something more.

Sunaina and Raghu's marriage
takes centre stage in the book.
While she greatly respects his com-
mitment to the welfare of the public,
she resents playing second fiddle to

his job, the real love of his life. We:

see her desperately tryfg 1o con-
neet with him, Probed and éajoled

by his wife, Raghu’s acconts of his

experiences in the fine of duty pro-
vide insight into the nner workings

of this powerful profession. The

problem is that her husband is a
good man, a good provider and a
hard worker but also an absentec
partner and an uninvolved parent.

This story will strike a chord with
most people who after raising chil-
dren often find themselves married
to virtual strangers, There is also the-
scrutiny of the instil
riage where even privileged work-
ing women cannot escape stereotyp-
ical gender roles, This is a universal

* equaliser, all women can relate to

constantly sacrificing their desires

at the altar of marriage, for a
‘woman's dreams are not her own
‘only coming after her family.

However, the readers who haven’t
read Indian Memsahib. will not
know where this story began and
have missed seeing the characters
develop fully. We don’t really see
Sunaina in her element as a teacher
and & mother. Also, the reader look-
ing for something salacious may be
disappointed by the lack of juicy
details and scandal.

The author has demystified the

inution of mar-

powerful elite, making the charact
enviable yet relatable. The book |
a human face to the sacrosanct,
the end of the day, itis not a stor
careers, parties Or society, itisa

of people, The characters cyes are
reader's eyes. She is every won
So, let the writer, nay Sunaina, |
you along on a journey, the gran
journey of all — life,
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¢ Deepali Sagar

ow does it feel to be an IAS

officer's wife? Ask Suchita

Malik or even better read her
book Memsahib's Chronicle: A story of
Grit and Glamour, sequel to her first
book Indian Memsahib- The untold
story of a bureauerat. "1 have divided
my sequel into two episodes. The story
is a mixture of lives of officers and their
wives," she says.

"People are very fascinated by the lives
of civil servants. They think that we are
a privileged lot and for us everything
comes served on a platter. But people
see only the outward glamour. It is like
see the bright side of the picture. No
one is interested to see the grind behind
those grand scenes," she says. She feels
that while writing a novel, the subject
Khushwant Singh once told me that
the subject of a novel should be some-
1 have been an 1AS officer’s wife for the
past 25 years. So, | decided to use this
as my storyline: 1 wanted to give read-
ersa peep into a bureaucrats world and

enable them to see for themselves the
compromises we have to make on the
career and individual front."
Journey until now

"I started my career with teaching Eng-
lish Literature. Later on, I started writing

~columns in newspapers. It was then

when | thought of writing a book. Even
though, ['was new to the publishing field
finishing my manuscript [ found a pub-

| es Mesa

Ob
lisher. But I had to wait fora long time to
see my work ina hardbound copy. More-

over, this is my personal achievement not
that of a memsahib," says Suchita.

Future endeavors

Is there going to be another sequel to
Memsahib's Chronicle? "1 have not
decided what my next topic would be.
I might pick up a subject of general
interest. But one thing is for sure, 1
won't stop writing," she says.










PHOTO: SAMUEL

Dr Malik’s second book digs
deeper into the inner worlc
of a bureaucrat’s wife

NOT A ROSY
PICTURE

TUIC NNE

Disney Brar Talwar
= disnoytaiwarSreditimall.com

\ A\ /riter Suchita

\}; \ / Malik doesn't

¥  believe in mine-

ing words when it comes
to penning her autobio-
graphical accounts in her
writings lending the read-
er a peep into the zealous-
ly protected world of the
civil servants.

Her first book Indian
Memsahib, which released
two years back, narrated
the inner world of a civil
servant's wife amid the hi-
profile corridors of power,
of their life not-so-rosy,
and well, quite contrary to
the popular belief.

Malik who teaches
English at the Government
College in Sector 11, says,
“My first book was a result
of my life’s 20 years as a
eivil servant’s wife. I had
planned my second book
on the day of the launch of
my first book itself and
when the book sold out
three editions in two
years, it was time o
release the second one.”

Memsahib's Chronicles
delves into the world of
civil servants’ wives, both
working ones as well as
homemakers, their experi-
ences, and yes, the envious
lives of officers. “I have not
taken a rose-tinted look at
the private lives of the
bureaucratic class but
have brought out all the
nitty-gritty of our lives to
the forefront and many
may not like the brazen-
ness of the narrative of the
book,” she says. The book
talks about the glamour,
temptations, tensions and
privil of a memsahib,

Malik, who is married to
Yudhvir Malik, an [AS offi-
cer posted in Haryana,
avers, “The book isa
string of episodes and
while the first half of the
book talks about the offi-
cer’s life, its second half is
centred around the mem-
sahiby’s life. The book talks
about the bleak realities,
the behaviour and situa-
tions in'an officer’s life. It
talks about how wives are
the backbone of the offi-
cers’ and how being an
officer’s wife is an issue of
identity for some women.”

Memsahily's Chronicles
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hesequelto Dr Suchita

Malik's 2008 debut

novel, “Indian Mem-
sahib"”, was recently launched
at the Indian Islamic Cultural
Centre. “Memsahib's Chroni
¢les: A Story Of Grit And
Glamour” by Rupa Publica-
tions India Pyt Ltd was un-
veiled by the Lt Governor of
Delhi, Tejendra Khanna. Dr
Malik said that it was Tejen-
dra who urged her to write a
seqgiiel to her first novel almost
two years ago. The book takes
forward the journey of pre-
senting the life of civil ser-
vants and their wives - unend:
ing work, glamourous garden
parties, luncheons and pic-
nics. Tejendra, who said he
hatl promised Suchita Maitk
that he would launch the book,
said that he found her style,
“having the ease of reading
thatis present in the stories of
Anton Ch&kov"

observations of the bureau-
cratic world asacivil servant's
wife, and not from any secrets
leaked by me!”  Aarushi Nigam
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An Inside Job

Writer Suchita Malik's second book delves
deeper into the world of civil servants, and
wipes off the gloss

Suchita Malik

PARUL

“I DECIDED to take off the
rose-tinted glasses and stare
at the world of civil servants
with dispassionate eyes and
detachment,” says Suchita
Malik, whose first book, In-
dian Memsahib, was an auto-
biographical account of her
life as the wife of a civil ser-
vant, Yudhvir Malik. After
the book ran into three edi-
tions in two years, Malik de-
cided that it was time to pen
down asequel— the result is
Memsahib’s Chronicles
(Rupa, Rs 195), which was
launched a few days ago by Lt
Governor Tejendra Khanna.
The protagonist in the
books is Sunaina, a happy-go-
lucky girl from Delhi who
marries Raghu, acivil ser-
vices officer. As relatives,
friends and practically every
other person in the world
tells her how lucky she is to
be martied to abureaucrat.
Sunainh finté that life isn't
exactly filled with roses all
the way. In the 204-page-long
Memsahib’s Chronicles,
Sunaina and Raghu have

> LIV TR N Y e

KAMLESHWAR SINGH

be considered a bribe.

“My debut novel came
from my journey of more
than 25 years as an IAS offi-
cer’s better-half. My second
book draws upon the experi-
ences of other women mar-
ried into the services, as well
as my husband'’s experi-
ences,” says Malik, adding
that the book unfolds
through a series of episodes.
“It’s all real, honest and ob-
jective, and T have written
about the two memsahibs —
the homemakers and the
ones whowork. There is no
camouflage and I may end up
annoying people.” she says,

“It didn’t take too long, just
two years to pen the sequel. It
was at the release function of
Indian Memsuhib that 1 de- h
cided totake the story for- &
ward,” says Malik, at the
Chandigarh launch. “The
seemingly glamorous/life has
its share of stress, tempta-
tigns, job hazards and com-~.
petition. The memsahibs are
the backbone of the sahib log.
They have to maintain a bal-
ance, which can be tiring. For
some, there’s also the issue of

" a®s _#s4_ws _ A4 BE_ V'
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LG releases second hook of Suchita
Malik ‘Memsahlh's Chronicles’

Mana] Kr. Mandal
manay il impressvotimes.com

New Delhi: Li. Governor
of Delhi Mr Tejendra Khanna
released a book "Memsahib’s
Chronicles - a story of grit und
glamour” here today, which has
been  written By Dr Suchita
Malik. This book is a sequel to
her first  book ‘Indian
Memsahib’. Appreciating the
eiforts of the author, Mr
Tejendra Khanny said that after
readding her first book. the feel-
mg was, as if the journey of a
train had come w an abrupt end,
leaving the reader 1o look for
more, He congratulated Suchita
Malik for filling up this void ,

Mr. Khanna said that Suchita
Malik is an ardent writer, who

A understands the complexities of
1muiul environment. She seems
10 have very keenly observed
| the life of senior officers and
understands the thinking of
Memsahiibs, who constitute the
ackbone of world of sahib-logs,
Mr Khanna said that the author
has iried to present the rou-
tne, complications and and the
glamour in the life of these of-
ficers in a very simple manner.
For this. she was able to see the
life of her husband Yudhvir Singh
Malik very closely,

Mr Khanna also appreciated’

the narration style of Suchina
Malik and asked her 1o continue
writing, Mentioning about the
three reprints of her first book
‘Indidn Memsahib® brought out
within a small period. Mr
Khanna wished similar success
for ber second novel also. The

mbor of the nowvel Dy Soevhita

LGdDBIhl.MtTeMaKm!ma releasing a book entiied as Memsahib's Chronicles written by Suchita malik

and Sundnina, the protagonists
of ‘Indian Memsahib® continue
10 retain centre-stage in this
book also, Sunanina is also the
story narritor.

The book is an attempt 1o
present the amaziog world of
these civil servants as it is full

of grit. glamour, tenstons, temp- | said that reading of this hook of

tationsand privileges. Sunanina,
despite being o part of the sys-
tem, looks at this world with-dis-
passionate eves and proyides a
peep into this zealousty guarded
world, The Editor-in»(.gl:'inr of
Indinn Express Mr Sekhar Gupia

tn#ﬁc
. mﬂhlely 'I‘hc upmmns canml_

“Suchita Malik is like showing

| civil servants i a gluss house.
- Mr Yudhvir Singh Malik thanked

all those present on this occa-
sion including the CEO My
Kapish Mehra of Rupa & Co,
the publishers of the book.

W im-

Newbnlh! Chief Minister centre is equ to: monitor traffic
Dikshit inaugurated a. cﬂmmi movement on the bus corridor from the
that has access to live video feed : comfort of the room, transport offi-
the Bus Rapid Transit Mﬂwmm “cials said. Speed cameras installed at
day. only 10 find two govemment ve- 1 junctions .the ‘streteh
hicles travelling illegally on the lune ‘between  Ambedkar o and
wm&mmnnmr | Mouvlchand ¢ B{vﬁ 3 foot-
uugurated the centre at Kashmere Gate: | age and route them to control cen-
around noon, live feed from the &retch: re. where ujﬂt‘miln monitor teaffic

Impressive
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